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What a Glorious Country! 


“. . . The land of democracy and might, what a glorious country! 

“*. . . Arrived, and stayed in a New York hotel for two days and 
nights. All I was asked to do was to sign—or register. Wasn’t asked 
for any credentials whatsoever—think of it! How would they know 
if I signed the right name? 

“. .. Traveled from N. Y. via train through seven states, 5,000 
Kms., (to Nebraska) and no one, absolutely no one asked me to show 
him any documents at any of the state boundaries or upon my arrival 
at my sponsors’. I’m here over two months, and still no one has 
asked me for anything. Noone knows who I am or what I am, where 
I am from or anything about me—that is, the authorities. What an 
air of freedom. Three months ago Il wasa DP. When Church World 
Service gave me an assurance, I was a number, but today, I am a 
man—a man who has been given a chance to breathe the air of free- 
dom and democracy; a man given a chance to start life anew in a 
real country. . . .”,—Translation of an excerpt of a letter received by Mr. 
Maravich of the Serbian Orthodox Committee. 
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Men Work Against Own Church 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I READ with a great deal of interest 
your editorial entitled “Recruits for Mis- 
sionary Service” (OUTLOOK, Jan, 9), and 
would like to make a few comments on 
the questions you raise. 

I too made a mental note of the fact 
that half of the recent list of new mission- 
aries were trained in institutions outside 
of our own church—and wondered when 
and how this came about, since I had al- 
ways understood that our church insisted 
on the candidates for the mission field be- 
ing trained in our own schools and col- 
leges. However, I am glad to see that 
these young people are apparently being 
chosen for their individual worth and abil- 
ity—and I do not feel that any of them 
will be a disappointment. 

PERSONALLY, I do not think we lack 
qualified missionary candidates from our 
own congregations if the need and urg- 
ency of World Missions were presented as 
they should be from the pulpits, and if 
parents would urge their children first of 
all to give themselves to God and seek his 
will for their lives. In the rank and file 
of the church nowadays parents are some- 
times very much opposed to anyone urging 
the claims of Christ on their children. 
Consequently, they either go out into other 
kinds of work, or go over to other de- 
nominations for Christian service abroad. 

You also raise the question as to why 
missionary service in our church is so 
attractive to those who come from out- 
side institutions. From personal knowl- 
edge I can tell you that our denomination 
sets up a standard and provides for its 
missionaries in a much better way than 
any of the so-called Independent Boards, 
and most of the other denominational 
Boards. I have seen their literature and 
read over the set-ups of some of them, as 
my own daughter was approached by two 
or three of these Boards when she was 
contemplating missionary service. One of 
her schoolmates who went out under an- 
other Board advised her to make applica- 
tion to our Board when she was ready to 
z0 out. This young lady was one who had 
gone to outside institutions for her train- 





First Come, First Served 
An offer for the 


DEACONS 


in your church 


As plans are being made for the Every 
Member Canvass you would like for two 
or three of your Deacons with responsi- 
bility for that canvass to read the help- 
ful article by Dr. Foreman (OUTLOOK, 
Nov. 14): “DEACONS, AWAKB!” 

Upon receipt of the names and ad- 
resses of these two or three deacons we 
shall be glad to send, with our compli- 
ments, a copy of this fine article which 
ought to help all deacons the year- 
round. (If you’d like us to send this to 
more than two or three picked men we 
will do so as long as the supply lasts— 
if you supply individual names and ad- 
dresses. ) 

The supply is limited, so send these 
names and addresses TODAY to 


OUTLOOK 
1 N. 6th St., Richmond 19, Va. 
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ing and preparation, but was still a mem- 
ber of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
I think this explaing partly, the reason for 
service in our church being attractive to 
young people, 

THERE IS ANOTHER aspect of this 
that I would like to point out also, for 
what good it may do in helping in the 
future to get something done about it. 
There are sOme ministers in our denomi- 
nation who are responsible for turning 
some of our best young people away from 
the program of their own church. They 
tell parents it will not be safe to send 
their children to the church schools and 
colleges unless they wish to see their 
faith destroyed; they urge them to go to 
other schools which they consider more 
fundamental, and of course, the parents 
would never think of their pastor being 
anything but very sincere and deeply in- 
terested in the spiritual welfare of their 
children. Then when the young people 
come out of these schools and want to go 
out to the foreign mission field under their 
own denominational Board, they find they 
will not be accepted unless they spend a 
year or two in a Presbyterian college or 
seminary. This is very discouraging to 
them and numbers of them go out under 
other Boards that will accept them with- 
out further training. 

I cannot understand these men who 
seem to stay in the denomination when 
they either cannot or will not cooperate, 
and constantly talk down the very thing 
they are supposed to be devoting their 
life to. To me this is neither honest nor 
honorable, and in the language of the 
world constitutes “living a lie.” It just 
seems impossible to believe that such a 
thing could be possible, yet I know it is, 
for I have had personal experience with 
such a situation. 

I certainly agree with you that we do 
want to see our missionary cause ade- 
quately and enthusiastically supported, 
and we should do this by giving not only 
of our means, but of our own sons and 
daughters. 

A PERTURBED MOTHER. 


Alternative 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Dr. Foreman’s letter in the January 2 
OUTLOOK implies derision of “Christian 
Capitalism” by comparing it to the “Chris- 
tian slavery” of 100 years ago. Slavery 
was replaced by freedom. I wonder what 
Dr. Foreman advocates to replace capital- 
ism. Would it be the already-tottering 
socialism of England or France? Cer- 
tainly, I hope it would not be the atheistic 
communism of Russia. 


WILLIAM WITHERSPOON. 
St. Louis, Mo. 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Not having seen the “recent defense of 
‘Christian capitalism’” to which Dr. Fore- 
man alludes in his letter to THE OUT- 
LOOK (Jan. 2), his comparison of the term 
with “Christian slavery” is confusing to 
me.* 

If “capitalism” is simply an economic 
system in which the right of an individ- 
ual to own property is recognized, I am 
at a loss to understand why such a system 
is inherently incompatible with Christian- 
ity. 

Dr. Foreman’s opinion carries a great 
deal of weight, and since there are very 
disturbing implications in his letter, I be- 


10c a copy. 


lieve that I am only one of many who 
would like to see him clarify his position, 
I, for one, would read anything that he 
had to say about the matter with an open 
mind. 
FRANK C. ALLEN. 
Caruthersville, Mo. 


*The Synod of South Carolina adopted 
a statement at its last meeting saying, 
“We believe that genuine Christian capi- 
talism is the true Biblical doctrine regarg. 
ing possessions.” A motion to delete that 
statement was defeated 63-43 (OUTLOOK, 
Oct. 17). 


Dr. Foreman Obliges 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

It is true, slavery was replaced by a 
kind of freedom not envisaged in the South 
100 years ago, namely freedom with citi- 
zenship and education. So if any existing 
system is supplanted it will be by some 
other system not now envisaged. No one 
who knows me would accuse me of propos- 
ing communism. I only wished to suggest 
that those who are part of a system sel- 
dom see its deficiencies, especially when 
they are the beneficiaries of it. The Chris- 
tian, who belongs to a kingdom not of this 
world, should always be alert to perceive 
the inadaquacies of all worldly systems, 
of which capitalism is one. 

I received a letter from another corre- 
spondent in which he said: “It is interest- 
ing to speculate on what changes would 
be made in both communism and capital- 
ism if they were motivated by the Golden 
Rule.” 

To me, the phrase “Christian capitalism” 
raises questions, and the first one is: What 
is Christian capitalism? 

K. J. FOREMAN, SR. 

Louisville, Ky. 


The Congregation’s 





1950-51 BUDGET (I) 


Now, while church officers and con- 
gregations are studying and preparing 
to raise the budget for the coming 
church year it may be of some interest 
to look at various items under consider- 
ation. 

Pastor’s Fund. More and more 
churches are including a Pastor’s Fund 
in the annual budget. This discretion- 
ary fund may be no more than $50 or 
$100 in the smaller churches or as much 
as $500 or $1,000 in the larger ones. 
There are many good uses to which such 
a fund can be put and the pastor should 
be provided money which can be used 
in the name of the church for many a 
kind and thoughtful act. In some situa- 
tions it is so difficult to secure $10 or 
$15 for good projects that they are 
either passed up or the pastor uses his 
own already limited resources for these 
purposes. 

If you haven’t done this before, try 
it next year and see what an interesting 
story your minister can tell his people 
at the end of the year about the uses 
to which the money is put. (Note: Will 
some pastors already so provided for 
write us now about their experiences in 
this connection?) 

Other topics: Your suggestions about 
other budget considerations in coming 
weeks should be sent to THE OUTLOOK 
at once. 


June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under 
byterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, 
$4.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra 
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—IN THE NEWS— 


Agnes Scott Campaign Adds 
$1,500,000 to Resources 


Agnes Scott has more than reached its 
million-dollar objective sought during 
the campaign of the past two years. 
With December 31 as a deadline, friends 
of the Decatur, Ga., college for women 
did their utmost to keep their perfect 
record of eight major campaigns in 
thirty-five years, all of them success- 
ful. This effort, with a conditional gift 
adds more than $1,500,000. 

Two years ago an anoymous donor 
offered $500,000 for endowment on 
condition that the college secure an ad- 
ditional $500,000 for endowment and at 
least that much more for buildings or 
other permanent improvements. 

Three major buildings are included in 
these successful objectives: a dining 
hall costing $480,000, an infirmary cost- 
ing $200,000, and an observatory at 
$125,000. The infirmary is already in 
use and the other two will be completed 
by next September. 


Columbia Middler Wins 
Annual Dunn Essay Prize 


William Richard Thurman, Decatur, 
Ga., middle student at Columbia Semi- 
nary, has been announced as this year’s 
winner of the R. A. Dunn award in 
apologetics in that student body. The 
$100-prize. is awarded each year for 
the best essay on the deity of Christ. 
Mr. Thurman is a member of the Oak- 
hurst church of Decatur and a graduate 
of Emory University. He is the student 
supply minister of the Jefferson, Ga., 
church this year. 


No Amnesty Expected 


For Bishop Ordass 


Budapest (RNS)—tThere will be no 
amnesty for Bishop Lajos Ordass, head 
of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, 
who has been in prison since August, 
1948, for alleged foreign currency 
manipulation. 

A recent directive sent by the Coun- 
cil of Ministers to Minister of Justice 
Stephen Riesz, stipulated that persons 
serving time for ‘‘economic crimes’’ 
could be released from prison if their 
sentence was not more than a year. 

However, the authorities ruled that 
Bishop Ordass had been sentenced to 
two years’ imprisonment and hence did 
not come under the terms of the 
amnesty. 


Course for Student Workers to 
Be Offered at Austin Seminary 


Austin Seminary in Texas will offer 
a new program beginning next fall, de- 
signed particularly for prospective stu- 
dent workers and pastors of churches 
with student responsibility. A one-year 
course will be offered as will also a 
two-year course leading to a Master 
of Arts degree awarded by the Univer- 
sity of Texas, which is situated only a 
block from the seminary. 


The Westminster Student Fellow- 
ship at the university will be the labora- 
tory for guided practical experience in 
this field. All major denominations 
have strong student centers at the uni- 
versity. The Presbyterian, led by W. 
Jack Lewis, have a staff of four full- 
time workers, a $16,000 budget, and 
a membership of 1,500 Presbyterian stu- 
dents. 


The student course at the seminary 
will be taught by C. Ellis Nelson of 


the seminary faculty, former director 
of young people’s work for the Gen- 
eral Assembly and prior to that time 
Presbyterian student work director at 
the university. Last year Mr. Nelson 
returned to become the seminary’s pro- 
fessor of Christian education. 


Church Takes Radical Step 
Regarding Fund Raising 

San Francisco. (RNS)—A New Year’s 
resolution to banish ‘‘bazaars, suppers, 
pledges, special offerings or benefits of 
any kind” from church financing was 
taken by the Park Presidio United 
church here. 

The combined Methodist-Congrega- 
tional church supports itself entirely 
from voluntary and anonymous contri- 
butions by its 400 members. Income is 
now $17,000 annually. 

The plan began five years ago when 
the present pastor, Robert W. Moon, ar- 
rived from Massachusetts. Income was 
$5,000 until Mr. Moon threw out the 
church’s giving record books. 


Truth About the Federal Council 


By SAMUEL McCREA CAVERT* 


7 HILE ABRAHAM LINCOLN was 
under attack from those who 
misunderstood or misrepre- 

sented the policies of the White House, 
he once said: 


“If I tried to read, much less an- 
swer, all the criticisms made of me 
and all the attacks leveled against 
me, this office would be closed for 
all other business. I do the best I 
know how, the very best I can. [I 
mean to keep on doing this, down 
to the very end. If the end brings 
me out all wrong, then ten angels 
swearing I had been right would 
make no difference. If the end brings 
me out all right, then what is said 
against me now will not amount to 
anything.” 


Lincoln’s insight represents the policy 
which officials of the Federal Council 
of the Churches of Christ in America 
have tried to follow. They have known 
that any pioneering movement must ex- 
pect to be criticized. They have not 
desired that the Council should ever be 
the object of a British statesman’s pre- 
scription, “To escape criticism, say 
nothing, do nothing, be nothing.”’ 

When, however, a book represents as 
complete a caricature of the Council as 
is contained in Chapter X of John T. 
Flynn’s The Road Ahead and when that 
caricature is widely circulated, it be- 


*Dr. Cavert is general secretary of 
the Federal Council. 


comes necessary to make a simple fact- 
ual statement. 

The central fact, apart from any argu- 
ment, is that although the book may 
give a timely warning against certain 
trends in the political and economic 
spheres, its treatment of the churches 
rests on appalling ignorance and bias. 
Chapter X, entitled “The Kingdom of 
God,”’ is so replete with misunderstand- 
ings, misrepresentations and falsities 
that it is immediately apparent that the 
author is here writing about a field with 
which he is wholly unfamiliar. 


Source Is Exposed 


To take an egregious illustration, he 
cites (page 114) what is alleged to 
he a quotation from the ‘Social Creed 
of the Churches” about competition as 
“nothing more than a partially con- 
ventionalized embodiment of primeval 
selfishness.’’ But the statement is not 
in the ‘Social Creed” at all. It is 
obvious that he has never even read 
the document which he is presuming 
to discuss. A footnote, in small type, 
at the bottom of the page indicates how 
Mr. Flynn fell into such a blunder. He 
has accepted at its face value an ill- 
informed and unreliable book by a man 
who was deposed from the ministry of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. A., 
after full trial, on June 30, 1936 and 
who has since been engaged in a cam- 
paign of bitter attack upon that church, 








tipon other historic denominations, and 
upon the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America, in which 
they cooperate with one another. Ac- 
cording to the official records this min- 
ister, the Rev. Carl McIntire, was found 
guilty by his presbytery of 
“Disapproval, defiance, and acts in 
contravention of the government and 
discipline of the Presbyterian Church 
in the U. S. A.” 
“Not being zealous and faithful in 
maintaining the peace of the church.”’ 
“Violation of his ordination vows.” 
This is the authority to whom Mr. 
Flynn’s book refers again and again. 
Indeed, there is virtually nothing in 
Mr. Flynn’s discussion of the Federal 
Council which is not found in the de- 
posed Presbyterian minister’s publica- 
tions. 


Elemental Errors 


Since Mr. Flynn does not himself 
come from a Protestant background he 
must, of course, depend on some source 
other than his own knowledge and there 
would be no objection to his getting 
information anywhere if only it were not 
misinformation. But his chapters on the 
churches is full of errors in even the 
most elemental matters. He talks for 
example, about some powerful “policy 
committee” but there is no committee 
with such a name and only the execu- 
tive committee, made up exclusively of 
the appointees of the denominations, 
determines policies. He says that ‘“‘The 
American Council of Churches” was 
formed when a “‘small group of clergy- 
men broke away from the Federal Coun- 
cil,” although the fact is that not a 
single one of the little denominations 
comprising the American Council ever 
belonged to the Federal Council. 

Far more serious is Mr. Flynn’s fail- 
ure to understand what the Federal 
Council really is or to indicate its true 
nature. He is so confused that he con- 
tradicts himself. He refers to it on 
page 107 as a “clique of Christian min- 
isters and laymen” and on page 112 as 
“the greatest religious lay body in 
America.”’ Obviously it cannot be both. 
The fact is, of course, that it is neither. 
It is an official federation of national 
denominations, whose members. are 
named entirely by the highest authority 
of those denominations. Its program 
and policies are regularly reported to 
all the national assemblies and confer- 
ences of the member-denominations, 
subject to review and are often the sub- 
ject of extensive discussion. Mr. Flynn 
finally reaches the stage of the ridicu- 
lous as well as of the confused when 
on page 118 he describes the Metho- 
dist Church as “controlled by the men 
who are foremost in control of the Fed- 
eral Council”! The nine million peo- 
ple of the Methodist Church will be 
amused to learn who “controls” them! 


Charges Against Individuals 


In his treatment of certain individ- 
uals, Mr. Flynn parrots’ the 


4 


loose 


charges which the deposed Presbyterian 
minister on whom he relies has long 
been making and with the same kind of 
distortions. He blames Bishop Oxman, 
for example, for having sponsored 
Soviet-American friendship rallies but 
fails to point out that this was dur- 
ing the war, when Russia was officially 
the ally of America and when it was a 
matter of partriotism to cooperate with 
our allies, and that he discontinued his 
relation to the Soviet-American program 
when conditions changed after the war. 

Mr. Flynn gives a caricature of Stan- 
ley Jones as subtly deceiving people 
by talking about Socialism under the 
guise of “the Kingdom of God” and 
never intimates anything about Dr. 
Jones’ life-long dedication to missionary 
and evangelistic work of a deeply per- 
sonal and spiritual character. 

In speakirg of Professor Bennett’s 
book on Christianity and Communism 





CAVERT: Christian men of many minds 


work side by side. 


Mr. Flynn lifts out a few sentences in 
a way that gives a wholly warped pic- 
ture of its position. Moreover, he never 
indicates that the personnel of the Fed- 
eral Council is, by reason of its being 
a real federation, a fair cross-section of 
27 denominations including a wide 
range of views, illustrated by the fact 
that in its committees men like John 
Foster Dulles, Charles P. Taft, John C. 
Bennett, and Bishop Oxman work side 
by side because they all have the same 
basic commitment to Christ as Lord and 
Savior. 


Program Is Misrepresented 


Not only the nature of the Federal 
Council but its program is grossly mis- 
represented. Mr. Flynn writes as if its 
aim were to foist Socialism like that 
of the ‘‘New Deal’ on the public. No 
one could guess from reading his book 
that the Council was formed in 1908— 
twenty-five years before the ‘‘New Deal’”’ 
—wholly as the result of efforts to se- 
cure an effective cooperation among 
otherwise separated denominations. No 
one could guess from Mr. Flynn’s ac- 


count that the Council is the instrument 
of the cooperating churches for coordi- 
nating their evangelistic work and that 
the budget of its Department of Eyan- 
gelism is larger than that of any other 
department of the Council. No one 
could guess that it has for decades 
functioned in such basic fields as wor- 
ship, pastoral counseling, religion and 
health, Christian family life and re. 
ligious broadcasting as well as in rela- 
tion to social and international respon- 
sibilities. The result is a grossly false 
perspective on the Council. 

In policy as well as in program Mr. 
Flynn misrepresents the Council. He 
declares, for example, that ‘‘Article Five 
of the Social Creed. .demands social- 
ized medicine.”’ But he is careful never 
to cite the article, for to do so would 
show how incorrect his statement is, 
What Article Five really advocates, as 
a means of protection against the un- 
expected hazards of life, is ‘social in- 
surance against sickness or accident, 
want in old age, and unemployment.” 
This was written in 1932, after our 
country had gone through the terrible 
years of unemployment and suffering. 
Today some form of social insurance 
against accident, against want in old 
age and against unemployment is ac- 
cepted practice. Surely it is no more 
“socialistic” to seek some form of in- 
surance (the Federal Council has never 
argued for any particular form) against 
the hazard of illness than against the 
hazard of accident. 

The most serious aspect of Mr. Flynn’s 
chapter is the implication that if the 
churches actively support any measures 
of social justice and human welfare they 
are thereby helping to undermine the 
American way of life and to deliver our 
country to ultimate domination by the 
Communists. He apparently cannot see 
that to bring about constructive mea- 
sures of social advance is the way to 
prevent Communism, not to further it. 
He often creates the impression that to 
correct injustices, to defend the rights 
of minority groups, to be concerned with 
poverty and unemployment, to try sin- 
cerely to hold up all our social and 
economic practices to the light of the 
Christian gospel, is synonymous with 
Socialism and leads to Communism. If 
Christian people should come to believe 
this, it would be the gravest kind of 
disservice to both the church and the 
world. 

Incidentally, one cannot help wonder- 
ing why Mr. Flynn limited his discus- 
sion to Protestantism. He speaks only 
of the branch of Christianity which is 
not his own. Yet all thoughtful stu- 
dents of the relation of the American 
churches to social and industrial affairs 
know that the policies of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference in this field 
bear a striking parallelism to those of 
the Federal Council—indeed, that on 
several occasions they have engaged in 
joint studies with the Federal Council 
and even made joint statements. 
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@ Some intimations of what will be required in adjusting 


missionary methods are indicated in this important statement 


A Message from Chinese Christians to 
Mission Boards Abroad 


China has begun; a new era has 

dawned. A new ‘‘People’s Govern- 
ment” has been born under the leader- 
ship of the Chinese Communist Party, 
with the cooperation of all the revolu- 
tionary elements in the country, and 
with the avowed common purpose of 
putting into execution the political, so- 
cial and economic principles of the New 
Democracy. 

Historically, the new era is the cul- 
mination of a century’s struggle against 
external exploitation and centuries of 
internal feudalistic oppression. It is 
the main milestone in the nation’s strug- 
gle for national unity, independence and 
democracy. From now on, a new po- 
litical concept, a new philosophy, a new 
creed and a new mode of living will be 
instilled into the masses of the people 
with a vigor that is hitherto unknown. 

Much of China’s traditional heritage 
will be rigorously scrutinized, and, if 
need be, discarded; many new and far- 
reaching policies will be put into ex- 
ecution. Likewise, much of western 
culture that has been introduced in re- 
cent years will be re-examined and shorn 
of its undesirable elements. Out of this 
will be born a new China, radically dif- 
ferent from the China of old. 

Compared with the present moment, 
the change of dynasties in the 4,000 
years have little significance; the revo- 
lutions of 1911, of 1927, and the war 
of resistance are but wavelets in the 
rapids of time. From such a change 
there is no turning, and at such a time 
diehardness has no place. 


A NEW CHAPTER in the history of 


Faith Is Fixed 


We Christians in China feel the urg- 
ent necessity of re-examining our work 
and our relationship with the older 
churches abroad in the light of this his- 
torical change in China. We need not 
re-examine our faith, for our funda- 
mental faith in Christ is not to be 
shaken, and under the New Democracy, 
freedom of religious faith is definitely 
stipulated in the adopted national 
policy. 

It is also needless for us to relate 
here what the Christian movement in 
China has accomplished, nor need we 
stress at the present juncture what 
share our Christian friends abroad have 
contributed to that achievement. These 
are matters of history and of our com- 
mon knowledge. 

Whatever true achievements we had 
made in the past will always stand the 
test of time, and will be our assets as 
we go forward into the future. Never- 
theless, many of our Christians here and 
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still many others outside the Christian 
fold are not aware of this. It is our 
duty to see to it that they are rightly 
informed. But we do feel the necessity 
of inviting your serious attention to 
what is happening now to our Christian 
work, the challenge that is upon us, and 
what changes of policy and in our gen- 
eral relationships that demand careful 
consideration and readjustment. 

£uch a change as described above will 
affect our work in a deeper way than we 
realize. We should not be tempted by 
any wishful thinking, particularly 
those of us and those of you whose 
thinking and planning have such great 
bearing on what our future course will 
be, and how effective our future con- 
tributions might become. 


This message, signed by 19 
Chinese Christian leaders, urges 
the revamping of missionary 
policies in China. It calls for turn- 
ing all administrative responsibili- 
ties over to Chinese leadership 
and limiting the work of mission 
boards ‘‘to special services. Fi- 
nancial support, regarded as tem- 
porary, would be given ‘‘without 
strings.’’ Copies of this letter 
have been sent to all mission 
boards. A spokesman for the For- 
eign Missions Conference of North 
America calls the letter ‘‘one of 
the most significant statements 
ever to come from the Chinese 
Church.’’ 


Just at present, there do exist scat- 
tered abnormal conditions where relig- 
lous activities have apparently been in- 
terfered with. Such is to be expected 
during the first days of the revolution, 
and can be attributed to the misunder- 
standing of the lower ranks of the po- 
litical workers who do not have a full 
grasp of the real government policy in 
regard to religious bodies. We have the 
hope that this wave of abnormalcy will 
soon pass, and proper conditions will be 
established in due time. We are con- 
fident you will be able to adopt the same 
view on what is happening now and will 
not be swayed by the momentary eddies 
of the present. 


Related to Imperialism and Capitalism 


In addition to these momentary 
surges of abnormalcy, there does exist 
some deep-rooted feeling on the part of 
the communists that the Chinese church 
has been intimately related to imperial- 
ism and capitalism. 


It is a fact that the Christian Church 
in China in the past has been entangled 
with the unequal treaties imposed upon 
China under duress, it did enjoy certain 
special privileges accruing from them. 
It is also a fact that the churches in 
China have had close connections with 
the churches in Britain and America in 
personnel and financial support. It is 
also a fact that the church life and or- 
ganization here in China has_ been 
modeled after the pattern in Britain and 
America. Traditions of denominational- 
ism have been imported and taken root 
here. Much of the church administra- 
tion is still in the hands of missionaries, 
and in many instances church policies 
are still determined by the mission 
boards abroad. 

We do realize and so wish to assert 
that missionary work in China never had 
any direct relationship with govern- 
mental policies; mission funds have al- 
ways been contributed by the rank and 
file of common ordinary Christians and 
church members; missionaries have 
been sent here for no other purpose 
than to preach the Christian gospel of 
love, and to serve the needs of the 
Chinese people. 

The central Christian motivation will 
not and can never be questioned, but 
these other social implications can very 
easily give rise to misunderstanding and 
accusation. We do also realize that 
many of our missionary friends and 
many of the leading members of mission 
boards have been aware of the unfortu- 
nate political involvements in the past 
and have done what they could under 
the circumstances towards their correc- 
tion. We also realize that you do sin- 
cerely believe in the establishment of 
truly Chinese indigenous churches, con- 
trolled and administered by the Chinese 
Christians. The time has come for us 
to redouble our efforts in making our 
policies articulate and unmistakable, 
and to make concrete plans for their 
realization. 


Difficulties Lie Ahead 


We are not unmindful of the chal- 
lenges and difficulties lying ahead in a 
more fundamental way. Just how the 
Christian gospel can be witnessed to in 
a clime that is, by virtue of its ideology, 
fundamentally materialistic and athe- 
istic, presents a challenge stronger than 
ever before. Whatever the external 
clime may be, the burden falls upon us 
Christians to demonstrate the efficiency 
and sufficiency of the gospel as exempli- 
fied in the life of Christ. That the 
gospel is in itself both efficacious and 
sufficient will stand on its own truth. 
Many of the methods may be time-worn. 
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Some of the channels to which we have 
been accustomed may be closed. The 
challenge is to find other methods that 
are timely and other channels that are 
lying open. If we are challenged in the 
command “Love thy neighbor as thy- 
self” in its full practical applications of 
everyday individual living, in its social 
applications of community life, then we 
ought to be ready to accept that chal- 
lenge and find means for its demonstra- 
tion. If others are showing the way 
how to take up the cross of hardship 
and sacrifice that we have laid down, 
then we should be ready to take it up 
again. If we have allowed our petty 
differences to divide us, if we have been 
too jealous of our own prerogatives, if 
we have clung too hard to our time- 
worn traditions, then let us take up the 
challenge to forget our differences, our 
spheres of influence, and to unite our 
efforts in truly creative work. 

The banner of the Cross has never 
been easy to carry and it will not be 
easy in the new era of China. More 
than ever before, the genuine Christian 
spirit must shine forth in its true light 
regardless of the ornaments in which 
it is clothed. 


Chinese Must Make the Adjustments 


Heretofore, the Chinese church has 
been keeping itself aloof from the po- 
litical torrents that surged around it. 
The new philosophy considers that all 
phases of life must necessarily come 
under the influence of politics in con- 
tradistinction to the traditional Prot- 
estant view of the separation between 
church and state. In a world where po- 
litical influences play such an important 
part and affect our lives and work so 
extensively, it is a challenge how the 
church as an institution and Christians 
as citizens in society can perform their 
Christian functions and discharge their 
duties to society at the same time. In 
areas of social service and education we 
shall have to accept the leadership of 
the government and conform with the 
general pattern of service, organization 
and administration. Just how these new 
adjustments are to be made, is for the 


Chinese churches to determine. We 
have our privileges as Christian be- 
lievers. We also have our duties to per- 


form as Chinese citizens and Chinese so- 
cial organizations. 


Three Points of Policy 


Specifically, we wish to invite your at- 
tention to three fundamental points of 
future policy: 

1. The authority of policy determina- 
tion and financial administration must 
pass over to Chinese leadership wher- 
ever it has not yet been done. Definite 
steps must be taken for its realization. 
The principle of self-support must be 
reiterated and steps taken for its final 
consummation. 

2. As regards the future position of 
missionaries, we would like to state: 

(a) There is nothing in principle 
which makes the future position of the 
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missionary untenable, or renders his 
service unnecessary. On the contrary, 
there is a definfte challenge to work and 
serve under adverse circumstances, and 
to bear witness to the ecumenical fellow- 
ship. Even though circumstances may 
render active participation difficult, the 
mere presence of the missionary will 
give articulate expression to the Chris- 
tian quality of our fellowship which 
transcends all differences and defies all 
obstacles. 

(b) The future contribution of the 
missionary will lie along lines of special 
service projects, and not along adminis- 
trative lines. To BE, to SHARE, and 
to LIVE will be a significant contribu- 
tion in itself. 

(c) The missionary, from now on, 
will be living and working in a setting 
that is entirely foreign to the new- 
comer. Difficult physical and mental re- 
adjustments will be demanded from 
him. We deem it our duty to state some 
of the important adjustments so far as 
we can pass our judgments at the pres- 
ent time, so that you may be properly 
advised in your endeavor to enlist the 
services of missionaries to the China 
field. 

The missionary will be placed in a 
political environment much different 
from the one he is accustomed to. It is 
necessary that he should have an open 
mind and have due sympathy with and 
endeavor to understand the political and 
social trends now operating in China. 
To learn and to know is to be stressed 
more than ever before. 

The missionary will be living in an 
economical environment, whose stand- 
ard of living is much lower than the 
one he is accustomed to, and in which 
practice of austerity will be the rule 
rather than the exception for some time 
to come. He should be prepared to share 
in the general economic struggles of the 
people among whom he lives and whom 
he tries to serve. 

Travel is likely to be restricted. The 
missionary should be prepared to be 
located in one place more or less perma- 
nently during his term of service. As 
a rule, his work will be more intensive 
than extensive. 

Adjustment for families is likely to 
prove more difficult. Clear understand- 
ing should be reached beforehand to 
avoid difficulties arising from malad- 
justments. 


Funds—wWith no Strings 


3. Regarding financial support, there 
is nothing in principle that prevents its 
continuance. It is understood that mis- 
sion funds are still welcome provided no 
strings are attached. It is to be stressed 
here, however, that such financial sup- 
port should be regarded as temporary 
in nature, and it is the duty of the 
Chinese church to build up its own sup- 
port as soon as circumstances permit. 
An understanding needs to be reached 
between the Chinese church and the mis- 
sion boards concerned, based upon the 
principle of self-support on the one 


hand, and a realistic evaluation of the 
problem on the other. 

The Christian movement will have its 
due place in the future Chinese society 
and will have a genuine contribution to 
make. Its future road will not be a bed 
of roses. To build a new nation of the 
ruins of the old will not be easy, neither 
will it be easy to build a genuinely 
Chinese Christian movement. Difficult 
as it is, the task will be easier if we can 
clear away some of the unnecessary ob- 
stacles in the way which we ourselves 
can remove. The Chinese church will 


not emerge through this _historica] 
change unaffected. It will suffer a 
purge, and many of the withered 
branches will be amputated. But we 


believe it will emerge stronger and 
purer in quality, a more fitting witness 
to the gospel of Christ. 


SIGNED: 


H. H. Tsui Luther Shao 


Wang Pei-Djen Tsai Kwei 

Wu Yi-Fang S. J. Chuan 
George K. T. Wu Mason Lew 

M. L. Young H. C. Ling 

Z. T. Kaung Chester S. Miao 
Y. G. Chen J. H. Sun 
Tsu-Ying Hu Lau-Tsung Tsu 
Lin Pu Chi ¥%.¢c. Ze 


J. Usang Ly 


Notes on Signatories 

The Rev. Dr. H. H. Tsui:* Gen. Sec. Gen- 
eral Assembly, Church of Christ in China. 

Miss Wang Pei-djen: Christian Middle 
School Principal; Board member, Nat’l. 
Com. YWCA, 

Dr. Wu Yi-fang:* Pres. Ginling College 
(for women); former Chrmn of NCC; spe- 
cially invited to attend recent People’s 
Political Consultative Conference. 

The Rev. George K. T. Wu*: Gen. Sec., 
National Christian Council of China. 

Mrs. M. L. Young*: Christian educator. 

Bishop Z. T. Kaung*: Bishop in Peking 
for the North China area, Methodist 
Church. 

Dr. Y. G. Chen: President, University of 
Nanking. 

oe. FT. F Wars 
Literature Society; 


Gen, Sec. of Christian 
active Christian lay- 


man. 

The Rev. Lin Pu-chi: Asst. Sec., Gen. 
Synod Central Office of Anglican Com- 
munion. 


Dr. J. Usang Ly*: Chairman of Boards 
of Nat’l Com. YMCA and CLS; active lay- 
man of Society of Friends; former Pres. 
Nat’l Chiao-Tung University. 

The Rev. Dr. Luther Shao*: 
Churches of Christ (Disciples). 

Miss Tsai Kwei*: Gen. Sec., National 
Committee of YWCA. 

Mr. J. S. Chuan*: Vice-Chrmn. Board, 
Nat'l Com. YMCA; active Christian lay- 
man, 

Mr. Mason Lew: Well-known Christian 
layman, active in YMCA and welfare work. 

Dr. H. C. Ling: Gen. Sec., Council of 
Christian Publishers. 

Dr. Chester §. Miao: Gen. Sec., Nat’l Com. 
for Christian Religious Education in 
China; Gen, Sec. for Field Service in East 
Asia, World Council of Christian Educa- 
tion. 

Mr. J. H. Sun: Banker; active Christian 
layman. 

Miss L. T. Tsu (Mrs. Mason Lew): Chris- 
tian education; Board member, Nat’l Com. 
YWCA. 

Dr. Y. C. Tu*: Gen, Sec., Nat’l Com. 
YMCA: former Pres. of St. John’s Univer- 
sity. 


Gen. Sec., 





*Member of National Christian Council 
Executive Committee. 
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They Said Something! 


(And we printed it!) 


Tradition Nullifies the Word 


It is particularly in those circles in 
which the full authority of the written 
word is acknowledged, that the develop. 
ment of the tradition as a means of mak- 
ing void the demands of the word is a 
most persistent temptation. The au- 
thority of Jesus is acknowledged but the 
demands of Jesus must not be permitted 
to interfere seriously with the comfor- 
table and complacent lives of the peo- 
ple—HOLMES ROLSTON, Oct. 10. 


Acquaintance Leads to Reunion 


I am convinced that a first-hand ac- 
quaintance with the USA church in ac- 
tion will break down the barriers that 
now separate our two great branches 
of Presbyterianism. .The cause of 
reunion will be greatly advanced if our 
ministers will avail themselves of the 
opportunity to meet with their breth- 
ren of the Northern Assembly.—ROB- 
ERT G. HALL, Oct. 10. 


No ‘‘Little Popes’’ 


Let us beware of those among us who 
are intolerant of liberty and enamored 
of authority. Let us guard against 
those ‘‘little popes’? within our churches 
who are eager to dictate to their mem- 
bers and their fellow-ministers what 
they should do and say and think. . 

The weakness of our Protestant witness 
is not that we have failed to speak 
with the authority of Rome but rather 
that we have failed to speak with the 
personal conviction of Paul. There is 


a vast and vital difference between the 
two.—RUSSELL C. STROUP, Oct. 24. 


Personal Deficit Spending 


How many of us live on the financial 
resources of this day and do not mort- 
gage tomorrow’s resources for today’s 
desires? If we were absolutely honest 
about this deficit spending of our gov- 
ernment we would realize that it is a 
“grassroots” problem, one originating in 
individual desires.—PATTIE SPRUCE 
MAITLAND, Oct. 31. 


Lack Spiritual Reserves 


The War Department has stockpiles 
of strategic materials with which to win 
a war, but it is at a loss to find the 
spiritual reserves which might now 
make the difference between future war 
and peace. -The hope of America 
and the hope of the world does not lie 
in our economic and military might. 
We have a duty to be materially strong 
and to share that strength with others 
who are in peril. But that is only a 
defensive, holding operation. The role 
of material power, as Admiral Mahan 
said, is to give moral ideals the oppor- 
tunity to take root. Our basic strength 
is our capacity to propagate these moral 
ideals which must prevail if there is 
to be peace and justice in the world.— 
JOHN FOSTER DULLES, Oct. 31. 


Obedience Leads to Reunion 


The enthusiasm of the younger 
churches for reunion is not merely the 
particular point of view of a minority 
movement: it is the fruit of an act of 


obedience to the Gospel.—LESSLIE 
NEWBIGIN, Oct. 31. 


To Serve or Be Served? 


The man voracious for facts, as the 
mouth can be gluttonous for food or 
the hands greedy for money, is honored; 
he, not the man who in lowliness seeks 
wisdom. The man who outstrips others 
in learning is honored; he, not the man 
who falls back in the race to help the 
lame runner reach the goal. The man 
who plays a lone hand is honored, the 
man who says, “I, I shall study and 
achieve’; he, not the man compassion- 
ately aware of the sorrows and sick- 
nesses of mankind, and who, therefore, 
cannot be content with an ivory tower. 
—GEO. A. BUTTRICK, Nov. 7. 


Long Growing-Season 


The grace of liberality is not at all 
like an atomic bomb. It does not go 
off all at once. It is more like a plant 
with a long growing-season. If you want 
chysanthemums in the _ fall, don’t 
sprinkle chrysanthemum seeds around 
in late August. If you want the grace 
of liberality when the next Every Mem- 
ber Canvass comes around, don’t wait 
till the preacher reminds you that it’s 
next month. Eleven months ahead is 
none too soon.—K. J. FOREMAN, Nov. 
14. 


No Time to Mark Time 


Never have we had so many allies in 
our warfare against evil—the evils of 
ignorance and poverty—and comrades 
in our march toward progress. This is 
a great age for the church. God pity 
the church if it marks time during this 
age of prosperity and progress.—GOV- 
ERNOR W. KERR SCOTT OF N. C., 
Nov. 28. 
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EDITORIAL 


World Missions Objectives 


It seems to us that the World Mis- 
sions committee of our church is doing 
a very appealing thing in offering a 
number of particular objectives which 
individuals or groups, or an entire con- 
gregation, could take toward the 
rent Program or Progress goals. 

We have listed among this paper’s ob- 
jectives for the year equipping all sta- 
tions, wherever permitted, with short- 
wave radio sending and receiving sets. 
A few of the stations have them now 
but all should have them. Costs will 
range from approximately $600 to $2,- 
000, depending 





cur- 


upon the adequacy of 
the equipment. However, we would not 
for a moment want such a 
interfere with the Mission Board’s list 
of needs, as much as we think short- 
wave communication with this country 


project to 


and between stations would aid the 
missionaries. Anyway, we propose to 
discuss this objective in more detail 
later on. 

Now, in this current season which 
emphasizes World Missions, definite, 


manageable items are ready to be ear- 
marked for a church or a presbytery 
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or synod or individuals or groups. These 
range from a $200 miscroscope for Mboi 
in the Belgian Congo to a $30,000 hos- 
pital at Moma in the Belgian Congo to 
$75,000 for a hospital in Mexico. There 
are objectives of practically all sizes 
which have great appeal, which will 
enable a congregation to know exactly 
what it has done for what station. 

Suppose you are impressed by the 
great opportunity now offered in Japan. 
Then you could have a church in Ja- 
pan marked off as your objective, this 
to cost $1,000 or $2,000 or $4,000. 
The total sought now for the rebuild- 
ing of Japanese churches is $75,000 
which will be used to challenge con- 
gregations there to supply the rest. 

Cars, trailers, jeeps or trucks are 
needed in practically every field. These 
cost from about $1,800 to $4,000. The 
latter figure will provide a car and medi- 
cal trailer, for example. The cars are 
for all types of service—mobile medi- 
cal units, trucks for industrial work, 
cars for evangelistic trips, utility auto- 
mobiles for schools and other institu- 
tions. 

In the smallest group you take the 
responsibility for a $200 microscope for 
one of six stations in Africa (16 are 
needed), or you might like to help pro- 
vide a combination autoclave and steri- 
lizer at $1,500 for Mutoto in the Belgian 
Congo. 

Of course, a great many give to mis- 
sions, not because they can take a 
single objective and regard it as their 
own, as satisfying as that is, but be- 
cause a major portion of our missionary 
budget cannot be so segregated. Some 
of us have to be willing to pay for 
printing and postage and typewriters 
and janitor service and repairs and 
travel expense without which the mis- 
sionary task would be retarded or 
stopped. Therefore, the great mass of 
us will simply give to World Missions. 
but we must give as generously, and we 
should try to give with as much imagi- 
nation, as we would if we 
sonalize each gift. 


could per- 


Church and City 


What Protestantism does in fulfilling 
its rural responsibility is great, but what 
it does in the face of its growing cities 
is no less challenging. Now, on January 
23-24 400 leaders of urban 
work in the denominations are gather- 
ing in Columbus, Ohio, to study what 
the church can do better in the midst 
of a teeming population. 

Ross W. Sanderson, one of the lead- 
ers in planning the conference, 
“One Protestant churches have 
failed to meet the challenge of the city 
is that they know so little about it. 
The city church has too often been an 
organism without adequate knowledge 
of its habitat.’ 

Whate the Columbus meeting gets 
underway should be followed up with 
vigor in all our cities—if we are not to 
miss one of our greatest opportunities. 


more than 


Says, 
reason 





Uhe Reorganization 





25. BOARD OF WOMAN'S WORK 

No department of the church’s work 
was more highly commended by the ad 
interim committee studying the reor- 
ganization of the Assembly than was 
that on woman’s work. It said, “No 
other feature of the church’s life is 
more thoroughly and effectively or- 
ganized. .The Committee on Wo- 
man’s Work is more sensitive to the 
perils of ‘over-organization’ than any 
other group within the church.” 

The ad interim group considered pos- 
sible regrouping of this department un- 
der other agencies but did not see a 
better possibility, so it proposed no basic 
changes in the work. However, there 
was a determined effort on the part of 
some in the General Assembly to have 
this work related, as all other educa- 
tional activities were being related, to 
the Assembly’s Board of Education. This 
effort lost in the Assembly but in some 
synods it has been made effective on 
that level and Woman’s Work is a part 
of Committees on Education. 

The name of the agency was changed 
to the Board of Woman’s Work. But 
the most important change was that of 
making it a separate agency responsi- 
ble directly and solely to the Assembly. 
Formerly the committee had been com- 
posed largely of appointees of the sev- 
eral agencies and supported by these 
agencies. Now the Board is elected by 
the Assembly (with some nominees per- 
mitted from the agencies) and funds 
are provided from the Assembly’s Ger- 
eral Fund. The ad interim committee 
insisted upon the importance of this 
procedure for it said this work should 
not be looked upon as a promotional 
agency for the benefit of the several 
other agencies of the church. Members 
of this Board, like all others, will be 
nominated to the Assembly by its Per- 
manent Nominating Committee. 

Liaison is provided with the Board 
of Education which has been given re- 
sponsibility for the total adult program 
of the church. 

The annual Birthday Offering of the 
WOC was looked upon with some ap- 
prehension in that it could ‘‘have a real 
effect on the stability and prosperity of 
some of the benevolent features of the 
Assembly’s work.”’ In the future the 
Birthday objective will be cleared first 
with the budget committee of the Gen- 
eral Council in the light of the total 
benevolence program. 

While no great changes were recom- 
mended by the Assembly, the funda- 
mental relationships of this Board are 
vitally altered so that its work can be 
more independently planned and it can 
be more educational and less promo- 
tional in character. 

Realignments within the organiza- 
tion of the Women of the Church, neces- 
sitated by the Assembly’s action, has 
been far-reaching. Attention will be 
given to that next week. 
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Church Called to Complete Program of Progress Foreign Mission Goal 





Miss Margaret Pritchard and Dr. Paul Crane are shown here at the 
ceremony held for the laying of the corner-stone for the Nursing School 
of the Chunju Mission Hospital, Chunju, Korea, early in September, 1949. 


Nursing School in Korea Made Possible 
By Program of Progress Funds 


Chunju, Korea.—The Nursing School 
of the Chunju Mission Hospital, the funds 
for which were raised by the Program 
of Progress of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., is nearing completion. The open- 
ing date for the school is set for April, 
1950. 

The building has dormitory space for 
sixty nurses and a teaching unit. It 
has twenty bed rooms, dining room, 
kitchen, laundry, three classrooms and 


a nursing school office. 


JANUARY 23, 1950 


With the building of this nursing 
school a big step has been taken toward 
making of the Chunju Hospital the real 
training center for whch the mission 
It is hoped in addition to the 
training of nurses to have a school for 


plans. 


laboratory technicians and a full pro- 
gram of intern and resident training. 


In the Cornerstone, which was laid in 
September, 1949, in a copper sealed box 
has been placed a Korean Bible and a 
list of all the names of the Members of 
the Hospital Staff at Chunju. 


$2,400,000 of Total Still Needed 


The 1949 General Assembly called the 
Church “To make an earnest and vigor- 
ous effort to complete during the pres- 
ent church year the raising of the 
$4,000,000 goal for Foreign Missions in 
the Program of Progress.” Since the 
Program began in 1947, $1,600,000 has 
been raised. This means that $2,400,000 
is yet to be given. 


Giving Matter For Concern 


The matter of our giving to world 
missions is something that should give 
us deep concern. The general increase 
in church contributions in recent years 
has been directed largely into other 
channels, and the world missionary task 
has shared little of the Church’s pros- 
perity. Our denominational contribu- 
tions to missions are on a level with 
what was given twenty years ago, 
though we now have 653,000 members 
as compared with 450,000 then and each 
dollar represents in value not more than 
70 cents of the dollar of 1928. The 
amount contributed to maintain our 
world mission program last year was 
$1,325,000, representing a per capita gift 
of only $2.03 from each Presbyterian as 
compared with $3.74 in 1928! 


Our Opportunity To Share 


The whole world stands in desperate 
need of Christ. He is the only answer. 
In none other is there salvation, and 
through Him alone can the deep hurt of 
mankind be eased. Ours is the God-given 
privilege to preach the Gospel of His 
grace to every creature. The Program 
of Progress offers us our human oppor- 
tunity to share with men the redeeming 
grace of Christ. Through our mission- 
aries on the field and the work that 
they have projected, each one of us can 
have his part in this most sacred and 
vital undertaking. 


Foreign Mission Season 


To provide an opportunity for the 
Church to give undiverted attention to 
the effort to reach the Program of Prog- 
ress goal this year, the General As- 
sembly has set aside the month of 
January and the first week in February 
as a time for church-wide dedication to 
the world task of Christian missions, 
calling all our people to earnest prayer 
and to the utmost exercise of Christian 
sacrifice. Sessions are urged to arrange 
for supplemental offerings in all the 
churches, and the last week of the season, 
January 29-February 5, has been desig- 
nated as a “Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial,’”’ when every follower of Christ 
is summoned to earnest self-searching, 
to repentance, to new dedication, and ‘to 
a commitment of his money to God’s use. 
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This new house of worship for the Itayado 
Church of Kobe, Japan, was made possible 
by the contribution of $4,000 by the Presby- 
terian Church of Kings Mountain, North 
Carolina, to the Program of Progress. 


These Churches 


tures. 


The new Morrison Bible School at Kakinda, 
Belgian Congo, is the largest single project 
yet begun under the Program of Progress. 
Here the new auditorium begins to rise as 
workmen gather on the wall for their pic- 
One large building of the new school 





is made possible by a contribution of $20,000 
from the First Presbyterian Church of San 
Antonio. 
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Undertook a Definite Project 


of the PROGRAM of PROGRESS 





The 
Church, Orlando, Florida, has 
pledged $15,000 for the resto- 
ration of the Union Girl’s 
School in Hangchow, China. 


First Presbyterian 


$5,000 to build a wing on a 
school for Kiangyin, China, 
has been given by the First 
Presbyterian Church of Char- 
lotte, North Carolina. 
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The Tinkling Springs 
Church of Fishersville, Vir- 
ginia, has given $3,000 for a 
church in Sutsien, China. 


A children’s ward in the hos- 
pital in Hsuchowfu is made 
possible by a gift of $4,300 
from the First Presbyterian 
Church of Bessemer, Alabama. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Members of the graduating class of the 
Kashing Boy’s School enter the South Gate 
Church in Kashing to attend special services 
in their honor. This church has been restored 
by a $5,000 gift from the First Presbyterian 
Church of Roanoke, Virginia, through the 
Program of Progress. 


The Rivermont Church of 
Lynchburg, Virginia, has made 
possible a new residence on the 
Bulape Station in Congo by 
their gift of $3,900. 


A community house and 
playground equipment for the 
East Brazil Mission is the re- 
sult of $5,000 given by the 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Concord, North Carolina. 
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These are Some of the Things 
Your Church Can Do —— 


In Japan , 
Build a church—$2,000 


Build a dormitory for Theological School— 
$20,000 


Iu rifrica: 


Provide portable sawmill—$500 
Provide sterilizer for hospital—$150 
Provide manual training unit—$1,500 


Provide hospital ward for native babies— 


$1,500 
Provide car and medical trailer—$4,000 
Build Evangelistic building—$1,500 
Build complete hospital—$30,000 
Provide 40 hospital beds—$800 


Iu Mexico: 


Ju Kora: 


Repair Bible School—$10,000 
Repair Chapel—$2,000 


Tu Graz; 


Provide kindergarten equipment—$100 


Build Assembly Hall at Kemper School— 
$10,000 


Build a residence—$6,000 
Build school building—$10,000 


Build and equip library and Home Economics 
building—$15,000 


Build printing plant—$25,000 
Buy a lot for Bible Institute—$2,000 
Classroom Equipment—$400 


Build new hospital building —$75,000 
Build building for Men’s Bible School—$5,000 
Provide Jeep and trailer—$2,500 


Provide equipment for nurse—$500 
Build a church—$3,200 
Build light plant—$1,500 


These are only a few of the hundreds of specific projects that may be 


undertaken by a church, an individual or groups of individuals. 


Any groups interested are invited to write to Mr. Curry B. Hearn, 


Treasurer, Box 330, Nashville 1, Tennessee, for more detailed informa- 


tion. 
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CHURCH URGED NOT TO 
WRITE CHINA OFF 


Too much pessimism exists in the 
Church over our China work. People 
confuse the political situation with the 
spiritual. Naturally Christian efforts in 
China are vitally affected by economic 
and political conditions; but the Spirit 
of God can work with great power even 
in the midst of adverse outward condi- 
tions. 

Actually, the overall picture in China 
is brighter than it was a few months ago 
when the Communist sweep over our 
mission area was awaited with grave 
misgivings. The dire things that had been 
expected have not materialized. For 
the most part our work continues with- 
out undue hindrance, in many instances 
with larger patronage than before. Hos- 
pitals and schools are still running. 
Churches are continuing with their wor- 
ship. In not a few instances the Com- 
munists themselves are attending the 
services and becoming interested in the 
Christian message. 

We have twenty missionaries in China 
continuing their Christian work and wit- 
ness under Communism. These heroic 
men and women need our support, not 
our doubts, and should be upheld daily 
by our prayers. 

The Church in China needs our help 
as never before. We must not fail our 
fellow-Christians in the hour of their 
trial. Let us throw behind them the re- 
sources of the Program of Progress, 
trusting in God to conserve our invest- 
ments. In our Christian warfare we 
must be ready to venture, to hold silver 
and gold, and even life, as expendable. 

China is a challenge to the faith of 
this generation—a challenge that will 
take money, time, prayer, and people 
and one that brings men into active 
partnership with God. Each of our 20 
remaining missionaries has chosen to 
stay understanding that each assumed 
responsibility for the risk involved. Some 
have discovered new ways of doing the 
job. Dr. and Mrs. R. P. Richardson su- 
pervise a sewing project which provides 
clothes, occupation, and Christian fel- 
lowship—and perhaps points to a tech- 
nique in missions reminiscent of the days 
when Paul made tents and preached to 
the people of Corinth. Some work under 
very trying conditions in stubborn faith 
that the Christian message can be trans- 
mitted by what one is as well as by what 
one says. The Chinese Church remains 
steadfast. Let us remember that the 
Christian Church has always thrived on 
difficulty. 


Fifty New Missionaries in ’49 


Fifty new missionaries—the largest 
group to go out in many years—have 
been sent out by the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., in 1949, They will serve 
in all the major mission fields of our 
Church with the exception of China. 
They represent every type of mission 
work in which the Church is engaged— 
evangelistic, medical, educational, indus- 
trial, and business. 


Most of these young men and women 
spent six weeks in intensive language 
study and indoctrination courses at the 
Appointee’s School in Montreat. They 
are now continuing their language study 
and preparation on the field or in Bel- 


gium. Many are already actively at 
work even while continuing their study. 


It is a source of encouragement on the 
fields and at home that so many eager 
and strong young missionaries have gone 
out this year. But unless greatly in. 
creased funds are available during the 
coming year, only replacements for de- 
ceased or retired missionaries can be 
sent out during that time. This would 
mean that only the present number of 
381 missionaries could be maintained, 
The Program of Progress has set a goal 
of 500 missionaries by 1952. The re. 
sponse of the Church to this challenge 
will determine whether this goal is 
reached. 


New missionaries sent out during 1949: 


Africa 

Rev. and Mrs. W. H. Crane—Evangelistic 

Mr. and Mrs. Garland W. Goodrum— 
Industrial 

Mr. James A. Irby—Teacher 

Rev. and Mrs. Charles T. McKee— 
Evangelistic 


Miss Yolande Jacqueline Muris—Educa- 
tional 


Miss Ruth P. Phipps—Teacher 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Vandegrift—Indus- 
trial 


Miss Audrey Brunkhurst—Evangelistic 
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Vass—lIndustrial 
Miss Blanche T. Wiggs, R. N.—Medical 


Mr. and Mrs. Rob R. Robertson—Educa- 
tional 


Rev. and Mrs. Robert Reinhold—Evange- 
listic 
Dr. and Mrs. Carleton B. White—Medical 


Japan 
Rev. and Mrs. Lyle W. Peterson— 
Evangelistic 


Rev. and Mrs. W. P. Boyle—Evangelistic 


Brazil 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Shaver—Business 


ae i. Mrs. David J. Hopkins—Indus- 
ria 


Miss Ann Pipkin—Educational 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Shane—Business 


Korea 


Dr. and Mrs. Ovid B. Bush, Jr.—Medical 


Dr. and Mrs. Herbert A. Codington, Jr.— 
Medical 


Miss Gene N. Lindler—Medical 
Miss Elizabeth G. McNeill—Evangelistic 
Rev. and Mrs. M. M. Miller—Evangelistic 


Rev. and Mrs. R. K. Robinson, Jr.— 
Evangelistic 


Mr. and Mrs. H. Petrie Mitchell—Busi- 


ness 


Mexico 


Miss Mary K. McBee, R. N.—Medical 


Rev. and Mrs. William T. Wing, Jr.— 
Evangelistic 


Rev. and Mrs. John B. Wood—Evange- 
listic 
Mr. Alex Bransford—Photographer 





Missionary appointees find language study with their teacher, Miss Esther Cummings, (far right) momen- 
tarily amusing during one of the class sessions of the Appointee’s School in Montreat. Most of these young 
men and women are already on the field to which they have been appointed. 
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Paper Work and the Kingdom of God 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“] Tertius, who write the letter, salute 
you in the Lord.” Romans 16:22. 


JIS TERTIUS was more than a sec- 

retary. He knew himself as one of 

the great Christian brotherhood. He 
may even have been a slave, for some 
secretaries were slaves. So far as we 
know, he did not get around the cir- 
cuit with his employer, the missionary 
bishop Paul, for his name appears on 
no other letters. But he kept his hori- 
zon wide, all the same. He had prob- 
ably never seen all the galaxy of Chris- 
tians at Rome to whom Paul sent greet- 
ings, any more than Paul had. But he 
felt he had the right to send them 
greetings just as Paul did. Clearly his 
secretarying was not a mere job, some- 
thing he might as well do for a non- 
Christian as for a Christian. His job 
tied him in with the growing Chris- 
tian fellowship. He was no writer; not 
an idea (so far as we know) expressed 
by his pen had come from his own mind, 
only from the mind of the great man 
who dictated the letter. His work was 
not “creative,” still less executive; it 
was only paper-work. But—it was 
paper-work in the Kingdom of God, and 
that made all the difference. 

The Kingdom of God has spread, 
many go to and fro and knowledge is 
greatly increased. Typewriters have been 
invented, and adding machines and post- 
age meters and carbon paper and bDill- 
ing machines. The headquarters of any 
denomination little armies of 
clerks, secretaries, re- 
ceptionists; behind the scenes there are 
copy-readers, proof-readers, typesetters, 
printers and binders and mailers. In 
itself. paper-work is all paper- 
work. It is no harder and 
copy written by a 
saint than what is written by a sinner, 
and indeed sometimes the saint’s copy 
is harder to read. It takes just as much 
muscle to load a sackful of Bibles into 
a truck as it takes to load Sears-Roe- 
buck catalogues. Set. up a.package of 
circulars on the distributing desk in 
the post office; no aura of sanctity can 
enable the clerk to distinguish those 
sent out by the American Bible Society 
from those sent by the local loan shark. 
The billing-clerk in the church publish- 
ing house, at the end of a 
writing out endless invoices for quar- 
terlies, most of which will not be well 
read, may inquire: What do I do here 
that IT might not as well do, for a fatter 
pay envelope, down the street at Katz & 
Kelly’s? 


house 
stenographers, 


no easier to read 


long day 


bert Schweitzer spoke to the 
paper-workers one day while he 
was in America. The Presbyterian Board 
of Foreign Missions (U. S. A.\ had 


io SINGULAR MISSIONARY AI- 
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helped him in various ways, and he felt 


grateful. And he showed his gratitude 
in his unique way; he made a talk, 
not to the board secretaries, but to 


the office staff—in French, with an 
interpreter, as he does not speak Eng- 
lish well. In a simple, moving way, he 
expressed his sympathy with, and his 
thankfulness to, those whose work is 
only paper work. 


At 156 Fifth Avenue, an address 
known all over the world, are workers 
some of whom will never go farther 
abroad than Staten Island. They work 
(Dr. Schweitzer intimated) as it were 
in the dark. They never have a chance 
to visit personally the missions of the 
church. They cannot stand beside the 
doctor in the hospital curing sleeping 


sickness. They do not come into con- 
tact with the heroisms of the leper 
colonies, they cannot accompany the 


evangelist in Brazil on his long flights 
over the plains. They do not sit be- 
side him when he speaks, and see the 
light coming into the eyes of those who 
have sat long in darkness and the 
shadow of death. If they look at only 
what is under their eyes, all they will 
ever see is paper work. The mission- 
aries, even the board secretaries, have 
a tremendous advantage. The mission- 
ary sees it at first hand, and across the 
secretary’s desk come, day by day, the 
reports from all over the world. The 


missionary and the secretary can see 
and feel the growing Kingdom, its 
struggles and its victories and its ad- 
vance. But the paper-worker is lost be- 
hind the files. 


Yet not lost if only he has the in- 
spired imagination. Schweitzer then 
and there paid his tribute to the paper- 
workers. No missionary enterprise could 
be operated without them. Just as 
without some Tertius we should never 
have had the Epistle to the Romans, 
so without Tertius’ opposite numbers to- 
day, all contacts between missionary and 
home church, all support of mission- 
aries, everything that any printed or 
typed word accomplishes in the King- 
dom—all would be lost. All paper- 
work is drudgery, it may be; but it 
takes drudgery to turn the creative idea 
into practical realities. 


O THE PAPER-WORKERS on 
Fifth Avenue, and through them 
to all such workers in the church 

everywhere, this missionary spoke for 
all missionaries: Thank you, and God 
bless you! You may not see with your 
own eyes what goes on in Burma and 
China and Korea and in the destitute 
corners of the earth where the Church 
of Christ has gone; but you are there. 
To every hard-pressed missionary, to 
every one who reading a Christian word 
receives some light and strength there- 
by—to every Christian great or small 
for whom your work in some dusty 
office has meant a helping hand along 
life’s way, you can say with Tertius: 
“Tt who write the letter salute you in 
the Lord.’”’ 





INTER-SEMINARY LEADER—Arech McD. Tolbert, (right), of Columbus, 
Ga., now a senior at Austin, Texas, Presbyterian Theological Seminary, will 
become executive secretary of the Inter-Seminary Movement when he grad- 


uates next June. 


Here he is being congratulated by his predecessor, Robt. 


S. Bilheimer, who will become study secretary of the World Council of 
Chureches.—RNS Photo. 
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FOR 


Religious Liberty 


The James Sprunt Lectures 
for: 1950 
by. 
Roland Herbert Bainton 


Titus Street Professor of Eccle- 
Yale 


School, New Haven, Conn. 


siastical History, Divinity 


Auxiliary Lectures 


‘“‘The Doctrine of Grace—in 
Tradition and Contemporary 
Thought”’ 

by 


Norman Dunning 


President, Haworth Hall, Uni- 
versity College, 


Hull, England 


Kingston-upon- 


‘“‘The Power of God for Today’’ 
by 


James A. Jones 


Pastor, Myers Park Presby- 


terian Church, Charlotte, North 


Carolina 


Union Theological 


Semin ary 
Richmond 27, Virginia 


February 26-March 3 








CHURCH NEWS 


Norfolk, Ridkesond 
Again Hold Missions 


Virginia News Letter 





Preaching missions in Norfolk and 
Richmond hold the chief attention of 
church people and others in those re- 
spective parts of the state at this sea- 
son. The Norfolk mission, fourth in the 
series, was held January 8-15 with such 
leaders as Walter H. Judd, Clovis G. 
Chappell, Joseph R. Sizoo, W. Taliaferro 
Thompson, Wm. V. Gardner, Raymond 
I. Lindquist, Frederick W. Norwood 
and others. Each morning Miss Lucy 
Steele, professor of Bible at Peace Col- 
lege, conducted a Bible hour for women. 
The mission was again under the di- 
rection of Wm. E. Hudson of Massanetta 
Springs. 


Richmond Mission to 
Be Held in February 


Richmond’s preaching mission is 
scheduled for February 12-19. Head- 
liners include George A. Buttrick, 
Franklin C. Fry, Brooks Hayes, Ralph 
W. Sockman, Beverly D. Tucker, Wm. 
H. Alexander and others. Area serv- 
ices in four sections of the city will 
have Richmond speakers including Ben 
R. Lacy of Union Seminary; Theodore 
Adams, First Baptist; E. D. Vaughan, 
Mizpah Presbyterian; J. Blanton Belk, 
St. Giles Presbyterian; J. H. Ivey, Sec- 
ond Baptist, and others. Noonday serv- 
ices downtown will be held in the Second 
Presbyterian church. Miss Margaret 
Applegarth, of New York, will lead daily 
services for women. 


Lawmakers Gather for Biennial 
Session; Battle Is New Governor 


January of 1950 has brought the Vir- 
ginia General Assembly to the capitol 
for its biennial session. This term sees 
the close of William M. Tuck’s four- 
year tenure as governor and the inaugu- 
ration of John S. Battle to succeed him. 
Newspapers throughout the state are 
praising the Tuck administration and 
urging that the retiring governor be 
prevailed upon to continue in public 
service in some capacity. Francis Pick- 
ens Miller, unsuccessful challenger of 
the Byrd machine in the last election, 
called upon the Assembly to make good 
on three challenges before it: (1) re- 
peal of the poll tax as a requisite to 
voting; (2) adequate financial provi- 
sion for the schools of the state; and 
(3) a revitalizing of local government. 


WEL Economist Points to 
Weakness of Administration 
Governmental reorganization on the 
lower levels is a crying need in Vir. 
ginia, according to Robt. H. Tucker, of 
the Washington and Lee economics de- 
partment. Tucker’s discussion appears 
in the January 1 issue of the University 
of Virginia News Letter. He says about 
one-third of the counties have fewer 
than 10,000 people and therefore are 
too small for economical operation. Even 
more do not have adequate economic 
resources to provide the services re- 
quired in modern community life. Ip 
most counties, he says, only about one- 
fifth of the country officers are responsi- 
ble directly to the people, the rest de- 
riving their authority from outside 
sources. There is no central authority 
empowered to plan for the county as a 
whole. Tucker calls for consolidation 
of counties or the creation of areas 
for the joint administration of such 
functions as health, education, welfare 
and law enforcement. The greatest need, 
he says is to reorganize the scattered 
county offices into effective administra- 
tive units. Virginia’s cities are sepa- 
rate and distinct from its counties; no 
cities are in counties. 


Norfolk Delegate Urges 
Liquor Sales by the Drink 

Efforts are being made to amend the 
Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control 
law to provide for the sale of liquor by 
the drink. Norfolk’s newly-elected 
member of the House of Delegates, W. 
Carl Spencer, is seeking an amendment 
of ABC regulations to this end. His 
purpose, he claims, is to reduce liquor 
consumption, arguing that when liquor 
is sold by the bottle a man must drink 
more than he needs to get his money’s 
worth. Spencer says that if his bill 
attracts no general support he will ask 
for local option amendments which 
would permit Norfolk to vote on the 
by-the-drink system for itself. Later— 
Such widespread opposition to this pro- 
posal developed that the delegate with- 
drew his bill and indicated his intention 
to seek by-the-drink sales for his own 
city only.—Eds. 


Daniel Named President of 
Virginia State College 

New president of Virginia State Col- 
lege (Negro) in Petersburg is Robert 
P. Daniel, now head of Shaw University 
in Raleigh, N. C. Dr. Daniel will as- 
sume his new duties February 1. He 
was born on the campus of Virginia 
State in 1902, his father having been 
secretary of the college for 28 years. 
He holds a Ph. D. degree from Columbia 
University and has been prominent in 
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Flora Macdonald College 


Liberal Arts 
Degrees: A. B., B. S. in Home Economics, and B. Mus 
One- and Two-year Business Courses. 

Friendly, Christian Atmosphere. 


MARSHALL S. WOODSON, President 


Red Springs, N. C. 
College with Conservatory of Music 


Moderate Charges 
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Negro collegiate education and in Bap- 
tist organizations. 


Health Services for Children 
Reported as Below Normal 


Inadequacies in the state’s health 
services for children were scored in a 
report recently distributed by the Vir- 
ginia Pediatrics Society. The Society 
termed the lack of facilities for the care 
of mentally defective children ‘‘deplor- 
able,’ and recommended that the state 
make more provision for the custodial 
care of mentally defective juveniles. 
Compared with eight other representa- 
tive states, Virginia was found to be 
below the average in the number of 
hospital beds relative to child popula- 
tion. Existing hospitals set aside too 
few beds for children. Other find- 
ings and recommendations indicate the 
need for a general advance on all 
fronts in the conservation of child 
health. 


New Buildings Underway or 
Being Planned in Virginia 

Lafayette church, Norfolk, expects to 
build a new sanctuary beside its pres- 
ent building early this year. . The 
Oakdale church, which grew out of 4 
mission of the Norfolk First church in 
1944, was organized in November with 
a charter membership of 111. East 
Hanover Presbytery saw two churches 
organized in December: Ampthill and 
East Laburnum, both in Richmond. 
- Westminster church, Charlottes- 
ville, plans a new educational building 
and student center. 


Miscellany 
Synod’s committee seeking to raise 
$150,000 for a Presbyterian home for 
the aged is working on its task. It 
is likely that the home for women in 
Danville will be moved to the orphan- 
age grounds in Lynchburg and that 
facilities for elderly men will be added. 
.Fourteen Norfolk Presbyterian 
churches united in a recent visitation 





YOUNG PEOPLE, 

—more and more, are doing 
their banking with the Virginia 
Trust Company because we take 
a personal interest in their finan- 
cial growth. 

In planning with young men 
and women, we try to put our- 
selves in their place, as nearly 
every transaction they make is a 
step towards some hope or ambi- 
tion. 

We welcome your account. Size 
is not a measure. 


Virginia Trust Company 
821 East Main Street 
Richmond, Virginia 
Established 1892 
Memper Federal Deposit Insurance 


Corporation 





evangelism effort recently which re- 
sulted in 350 additions to church rolls. 

.St. Giles church in Richmond held 
its first service in its new sanctuary 
December 19, with more people seek- 
ing admission than could be accom- 
modated. .Norfolk’s city council 
was supported by the Protestant minis- 
ters of that city in seeking a grant for 
slum clearance under the new Federal 
Housing Act. Under terms of the grant 
which was made some 3,000 units will 
be erected, mostly in the heart of the 
city’s over-crowded Negro district. . .. 
Winchester churches united in a week 
of prayer early in January, led by C. 
C. Rasmussen of Gettysburg Seminary. 

. Beatrice V. (Mrs. J. H.) Marion 
of Richmond’s marriage counseling serv- 
ice will teach in an institute of mar- 
riage relations in the Winchester Pres- 
byterian church January 20-23. A 
John H. Fischbach, Westminster, Char- 
lottesville, organized the recent very 
successful Religious Emphasis Week at 
the University in December. 

THOMAS H. GRAFTON. 
Staunton. 


MEMORIALS 


MIRIAM J, HEINDEL 
Miss Miriam J. Heindel, missionary to 
Brazil since 1947, died in New Orleans, La., 
Dec. 23, 1949. Miss Heindel was flown back 
to this country in November because of 
her critical illness. 
FELIX HOPE LESLIE 
Felix Hope Leslie, elder in the church 
for 55 years, member of the Hillsboro, 
Texas, church since 1920, died Nov. 30, 
1949. A native of Smith Station, Ala., 
where he was born July 11, 1869, Mr. Leslie 
lived in Bartlett, Texas, from 1900 to 1920. 








His business interests included the sale 
of automobiles, general merchandise, in- 
surance, and at the time of his death, real 
estate. He served in many capacities in 
his church, for many years teaching a 
class of Senior boys. He was an enthusi- 
ast for the church and its program. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Unto All Men 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JANUARY 29 


Acts 10:17-20, 24, 34-43 


To understand our lesson this week, 
we need to recall that the Jews re- 
garded themselves as the Chosen Peo- 
ple. A large part of the Mosaic legisla- 
tion, as well as of the tradition of the 
fathers, was designed to keep them sep- 
arate from the world. In Jesus’ day 
no pious Jew would think of going 
into the home of a Gentile. The thought 
of eating a meal with one was utterly 
abhorrent. Even the slightest contact 
with a Gentile ‘dog’? rendered a Jew 
unclean and called for ceremonial wash- 
ing. The early Christians, even with 
Jesus’ example before them, found it 
dificult to break away from’ these 
ancient prejudices. They all agreed that 
Gentiles could not become Christians 
unless they first became Jews. The first 
man to break with this conception was 
Peter. Luke tells us the story because 
it was a landmark in the history of 
the early church, It is doubtful whether 
most of us have realized its full signi- 
ficance even yet. 


I. Cornelius—a Gentile 


Cornelius was a centurion of the 
Italian band (or legion), composed 
probably of Italian volunteers. In the 
Roman army centurions were non-com- 
missioned officers in command of a 
centuria, composed nominally of a hun- 
dred men. A centurion’s rank corre- 
sponded roughly, then, to a top ser- 
geant in the American army today. We 
meet Cornelius first in Caesarea, which 
was the administrative capital of Pales- 
tine and the permanent residence of the 
Roman procurator. 

Evidently he was a man of some im- 
portance. He was well known in the 
Jewish community, which had benefitted 
frequently from his generosity, and had 
many close friends and kinsfolk in the 
city. We read also that he was a de- 
vout man and one that feared God. This 
is the regular description in the Acts 
for the outer ring of God-fearing ad- 
herents to the Jewish faith. They were 
not proselytes who were circumcised 
and bound to keep the whole law. The 
God-fearers accepted only the creed of 
the one true God, made varying com- 
pliances with the Jewish customs, and 
were admitted to a place in the syna- 
gogue. They were Gentiles, attracted 
by the lofty Jewish faith in one God 
and yet unwilling to become Jews, as 
they must do, if they were to become 
members of the Jewish church. 

Cornelius longed to have a deeper 
knowledge of God and to be sure that 
he was saved (cf. 10:3; 20:21; 
11:13-14). As he was praying to this 
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effect one afternoon, he had a vision. 
An angel appeared to him and said, 
“Your prayers and your alms have as- 
cended as a memorial before God. And 
now send men to Joppa and bring one 
Simon who is called Peter; he is lodg- 
ing with Simon, a tanner, whose house 
is by the seaside.’”’” We would naturally 
assume that Cornelius had some previ- 
ous knowledge of Simon and had heard 
something at least of the message that 
he had to proclaim. Without delay 
he dispatched two of his household ser- 
vants and a pious soldier of his retinue, 
having rehearsed carefully with them 
just what they would say and do—if 
Peter, for example, would hesitate to 
come into the house of a Gentile. The 
three messengers reached Joppa, which 
was thirty miles from Caesarea, the 
next day at noon. While they were 
asking for Simon’s house, another divine 
communication was there being made. 


II. Peter—Jew 


Peter, praying on the housetop just 
before the noonday meal, fell into a 
trance and saw “something descending, 
like a great sheet, let down by four 
corners upon the earth. In it were all 
kinds of animals and reptiles and wild 
birds.’”’ According to the Law of Moses 
(Leviticus 11), such animals could not 
be eaten by a Jew. Peter was surprised, 
therefore, when a voice came which he 
recognized as the voice of his Master, 
“Rise, Peter, kill and eat.’’ Peter re- 
monstrated with Christ, as once before 
he had remonstrated at Caesarea Phi- 
lippi (Mt. 16:28), ‘‘No Lord; for I have 
never eaten anything that is common 
or unclean.”’ 

Halford E. Luccock comments: 
“These three words, (I have never), so 
perfectly picture a mind paralyzed by 
custom that it is no wonder that they 
have been preached on again and again. 
(They) echo down the centuries and 
the present day catches their reverber- 
ations. It is startingly clear that on 
the housetop the authority of custom 
and habit was higher with Peter than 
a fresh vision of God. To the man 
whose mind turns on an ‘J have never,’ 
fresh revelations of God are always of 
minor authority. In that vision God 
was breaking the mold of tradition. But 
in Peter tradition was not easy to break, 
for it had the solidity of rock. His was 
a higher geological state of mind.’’ (The 
Acts of the Apostles in Modern Preach- 
ing.) 

Jesus replied, “What God has 
cleansed, you must not call common.” 
But Peter still could not be persuaded. 


Three times he rejected Jesus’ sugges- 
tion with his ‘‘never’’—a striking illu- 
stration, says Luccock, of obstinancy on 
the part of one who acknowledges the 
voice of God to him, when the command 
of the Lord crosses his preferences and 
prejudices. 

This incident makes it very clear that 
ten years more or less after the resur- 
rection, the leaders of the Christian com- 
munity still observed the dietary (and 
other) laws of Moses, still regarded 
some men as common and unclean, still 
demanded that Gentiles become Jews be- 
fore they became Christians, still re- 
fused to enter the home of a non-Jew 
or to sit down before a table and eat 
with one. 

But the mold was beginning to break. 
Peter’s conscience had begun to hurt, 
we can be sure, before the vision came; 
he must have been troubled at times 
by the thought that his attitude toward 
other men was different from that of 
his Master. Now he was perplexed, 
wondering what the vision could mean. 
While he was still puzzling, Cornelius’ 


messengers arrived at the door. ‘And 
while Peter was pondering. . .the 
Spirit said to him. .” So it often 


happens still. As we think on some 
new truth that has come to us, perhaps 
from studying the Bible, or from listen- 
ing to a sermon, or from attending a 
conference as we face old prejudices in 
the light of this new truth, as we ponder 
concrete problems that are presented to 
us, the way begins to open before our 
feet; we see, if not the distant scene 
(and that is rarely the case), at least 
the one step that lies ahead. If we 
take that step, we shall see in time the 
next and the next. If we refuse to 
take that step, we shall go our own 
way, and never realize, perhaps, just 
when and how we got out of step with 
God. 

In this case Peter was faced with 
the problem of three men, Gentiles, who 
had come a long way seeking his as- 
sistance. He did not know to what it 
would lead, but he was convinced by 
his vision that Jesus would not have 
him turn these men away, so he called 
them in and lodged them, a great step 
forward for a Jew, who was not allowed 
to sleep under the same roof with a 
Gentile, and one which only yesterday 
would have been for him quite impossi- 
ble. 


III. Old Prejudices Overcome 


The next morning Peter accompanied 
the three messengers to Caesarea. He 
recognized that a crisis was at hand, 
a breach in accepted Jewish tradition 
and, therefore, took certain brethren 
from Joppa with him as_ witnesses. 
Cornelius also appreciated the signifi- 
cance of the occasion and called together 
his kinsmen and his near friends that 
they, too, might enjoy the expected 
blessing. 

As Peter entered the house Cornelius 
prostrated himself at his feet. Such 
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prostrations before royal and superior 
personages were common in the East, 
as they are to this day. But the action 
was closely associated with divine wor- 
ship and was obnoxious to Jews who 
were jealous for the divine honor. “Get 
up on your feet,’’ Peter said, “I am a 
man like yourself.” 

Peter’s entry into Cornelius’ house 
was a distinct breach of Jewish custom. 
Peter himself pointed this out to the 
assembled Gentiles and then made it 
clear that he was acting consciously 
and deliberately because God had 
showed him that his former attitude was 
wrong. (10:27-29). He then asked 
Cornelius to explain more fully the cir- 
cumstances which led to the dispatch of 
his messengers. When Cornelius had 
finished, Peter cried out: ‘‘Truly I per- 
ceive (The Greek is stronger—‘I have 
come to perceive—at last the light has 
broken on my soul) that God shows 
no partiality, but in every nation (not 
only among the Jews, but among the 
Greeks, the Romans, the Germans, the 
Russians, not only among the whites 
but also among the blacks) anyone who 
(1) fears him and (2) does what is 
right is acceptable to him.” With this 
great declaration as a starting point 
Peter proceeds to present Jesus as a 
universal Savior, the Lord of all men, 
one who came to bring peace between 
man and his fellowmen and 
men and God. He described his life— 
how he went about doing good— 
(36-38), his death (39), his resurrec- 
tion (40-41) his return as the final 
judge of the earth (42) and then held 
out the great promise—‘“To him all the 
prophets bear witness that everyone 
who believes in him receives forgive- 
ness of sins through his name.” 

While he was speaking the Holy 
Spirit the entire assemblage 
(manifested probably through the offer- 
ing of ecstatic praise to God in the 
language of intense and overpowering 
emotion). Peter’s companions were 
amazed that the Holy Spirit had come 
upon Gentiles who were uncircumcised. 
Peter, however, recognized that God had 
accepted them as the 
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Church of Christ without circumcision 
and commended them therefore to be 
baptized. 


IV. The Promise of Universal 
Brotherhood 


We must not fail to appreciate the 
significance of this step. Jesus had 
preached a universal gospel and had 
commanded the disciples to go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to 
every living creature. The early church, 
nonetheless, had looked upon the re- 
ligion of Jesus as only an extension of 
Judaism; the Mosaic law was binding 
upon every Christian in all its details. 
To become a Christian a Gentile must 
first of all become a Jew. A few tenta- 
tive steps had been taken toward a 
broader conception of Christianity. But 
it was Peter who first baptized a full- 
fledged Gentile, who first clearly recog- 
nized that God showed no partiality 
among men, but in every nation he 
that fears him and works righteousness 
is acceptable to him. 

But there is another fact of utmost 
significance that we must not overlook. 
After Cornelius was baptized he begged 
Peter and his party to remain for a 
while as his guests. Peter appears to 
have accepted the invitation. He cer- 
tainly remained for dinner. Peter had 
learned that if God were no respecter 
of persons he, too, must make no such 
distinctions. He learned that Gentiles 
had a right to the gospel and were per- 
mitted to enter the Christian church 
without becoming Jews. But he learned 
more—that social distinctions based on 
differences of race, nationality or class 
had no place in the Kingdom of God; 
that Christians must regard no man as 
common or unclean; that they must be 
able to sit down together at a com- 
mon table. 

It was this last action that disturbed 
the mother church at Jerusalem. The 
traditionalists there passed over his de- 
parture from custom in baptizing Cor- 
nelius and centered their attack on the 
more serious fault of admitting Cor- 
nelius to what we term ‘“‘social equal- 
ity.” They criticized him, saying, ‘““Why 
did you go to uncircumcised men and 
eat with them?” (11: 2-3) 

Peter, in answer, recounted to them 
the whole story, how he had been led 
every step by the Holy Spirit, as in- 
dicated by the vision of Cornelius, his 
own vision in Joppa, and the gift of 
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the Spirit, revealing that Cornelius wag 
accepted of God. ‘‘Who was I that 7 
could withstand God?” he asked. But 
note carefully, he would have withstood 
God if he had declined to break the 
social taboos of the Jews, if he had not 
been willing to re-examine his ingrained 
prejudices in the light of circumstances 
and the leadings of the Holy Spirit, ig 
he had been unwilling to hold socia] 
fellowship with any one of his fellow 
Christians. We withstand God today 
when we shut our minds to new truth, 
when we refuse to reconsider our pre- 
judices in the light of divine truth, 
when we permit social customs to inter- 
fere with the free expression of Chris- 
tian brotherhood; when we regard any 
man as common or unclean. 

The first Assembly of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, meeting at Amsterdam, 
declared that 


“The greatest contribution that the 
church can make to the renewal of 
society is for it to be renewed in its 
own life in faith and obedience to its 
Lord. Such inner renewal includes a 
clearer grasp of the meaning of the 
gospel for the whole life of men. This 
renewal must take place both in the 
larger units of the church and in the 
local congregations. The influence of 
worshipping congregations upon the 
problems of society is very great when 
those congregations include people from 
many social groups. If the church can 
overcome the national and social bar- 
riers which now divide it, it can help 
society to overcome those barriers. 


“This is especially clear in the case 
of racial distinction. It is here that 
the church has failed most lamentably, 
where it has reflected, and then by its 
example sanctified, the racial prejudice 
that is rampant in the world. And yet 
it here that today its guidance concern- 
ing what God wills for it is especially 
clear. It knows that it must call so- 
ciety away from prejudice based upon 
race or color and from the practices of 
discrimination and segregation as de- 
nials of justice and human dignity, but 
it cannot say a convincing word to so- 
ciety unless it takes steps to eliminate 
these practices from the Christian com- 
munity, because they contradict all that 
it believes about God’s love for all his 
children.”’ 


Were the leaders of the Christian 
churches throughout the world right or 
wrong in this statement? What do you 
think Peter’s broadening vision means 
for the church of our own day? 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education. Scripture quotations 
are from the Revised Standard Version.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


——— 


Studying Japan 


JAPAN BEGINS AGAIN. By Wm. C. 
Kerr. Friendship Press, New York. ix 
and 180 pp., $1 (paper), $1.50 (cloth). 

Thousands of Protestants across our 
land are studying this book as the mis- 
sion study book this year. It is good 
that this is true for it is packed with 
yital information about Japan’s eco- 
nomic, political and social development. 
as well as about the challenge to Chris- 
tian forces in the face of these develop- 
ments. In small compass the book gives 
a brief history of the nation, an intro- 
duction to many of its interesting cus- 
toms, a summary of the development of 
the Christian church, and, along with it, 
a description of the non-Christian relig- 
ions which have played a part in Japan’s 
life. 

The need for the sort of school of 
pedagogy as-is proposed for the Inter- 
national Christian University is made 
abundantly clear as Dr. Kerr shows how 
even the Christian schools have never 
had qualified teachers who themselves 
were Christians, so they have always had 
to use non-Christians in many depart- 
ments. If true for Christian schools, 
how much more so for the thousands of 
public schools! 

It is made clear that the missionary 
enterprise, now favored and enjoying 
considerable prestige under the occupa- 
tion, must be exceedingly careful not to 
abuse its present advantages. Further- 
more, it must beware lest the Christian 
faith, as the religion of the 
Conqueror, become the great 
desire of the defeated nation simply be- 
cause it enables a nation to win a war. 
Neither dare the Christian mission be 
come the equivalent of a movement to 
democratize the nation. 

The author shows the great popular- 
ity which Christianity enjoys in many 
circles today and he makes it clear that 
even those who are unwilling themselves 


Dlewers 











Manufacturers 
of 
CHURCH PEWS 
and 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


FURNITURE 


FLOWERS SCHOOL 
EQUIPMENT CO., Inc. 
Richmond, Va. 


Lawrenceville, Va. 


JANUARY 23, 1950 


to embrace the faith look upon it as 
good for Japan. ‘‘I am not a Christian 
myself, but I know that Japan’s recon- 
struction depends on the application 
of Christian principles,’ is frequently 
heard. , 

The great opportunity which beckons 
to the church today is seen in many 
ways. For example, Kagawa calls for 
1,000 missionaries to be distributed 
throughout the country, each one having 
an average of ten towns and villages as 
his parish. 

Perhaps the Christian church has 
never had so great an opportunity in 
any land. In the face of such an op- 
portunity one demand is ever-present: 
That we unite our forces, that we con- 
solidate our gains together, and that we 
Protestant Christians present a solid 
front as we move toward the objective of 
taking ‘“‘All Japan for Christ.’’—A. N. B. 


WHICH WAY JAPAN? By Floyd 
Shacklock. Friendship Press, New York. 
64 pp., 60 cents (paper). 

With many pictures, this small book 
underscores the fact that Japan is now, 
in these months and years, at a turning 
point in its history; that the decisions 
made now will determine destiny. In 
view of this the Christian church has 
its great opportunity.—A. N. B. 





BOOKS IN BRIEF 





THE AFRICA OF ALBERT 
SCHWEITZER By Charles R. Joy and 
Melvin Arnold. Harper and Broes., New 
York, and Beacon Press, Boston. $3.75. 
Profusely illustrated, this ‘‘documen- 
tary’? type story gives a good under- 
standing of Schweitzer’s great work. 

THE COLLEGE ANTHOLOGY. By 
Walter Blair and J. C. Gerber, editors. 
Scott, Foresman & Co., Chicago. 778 
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accepted a call to the McAllister Me- nn tociee eulien again Maintains— 

morial church, Covington, Va., effective leading to A. A. or A. 8. Genres. Pre- Christian Atmosphere 

January 20. paratory courses for tenth, eleventh, Well-rounded Educational Pro- 
James P. McCrary, who has been and twelfth grades. Business Admin- gram 

studying at Edinburgh University, Scot- istration. One and two year commer- 

4 cial courses. Flying, Athletics. Moderate Expense 

‘ é Thorough Instruction. Personal At- Write: 

He is expected at his home at Lonoke, tention. Summer School. GT Gillespie President 

os ° ’ ’ 


Ark., about April 1. Box B-8, Maxton, North Carolina Jackson, Mississippi. 


Paul F. Warren, formerly of Arden 
N. C., has begun his work as pastor of 
the Kingston church, Conway, S. C. Ad- 


tra 201 Bins ss nean va | SOULHWestern at Memphis 


accepted a call to the Memorial church, Striving for the best in education and in 
San Augustine, Texas, effective Jan 15. spiritual values. 

William S. Irwin from York, Pa., to An excellent investment for enduring and 
Presbyterian Manse, Avonmore, Pa. rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hu- 

Homer A. Spencer from Guerrero, to man lives. 
Morelos 3, Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico. Peyton N. Rhodes, President. 

Luther L. Price, Northminster church, 
Roanoke, Va., is to become the city 
missionary of Miami, Fla. 


Cc. S. Ruff, Ararat, Va., has accepted Centennial Year, 1949-50 


a call to the Gulfport, Fla., church. 


R. K. Robinson, Jr., missionary to 
Korea, has as his address: American i : AUS i IN COLLEGE 
Presbyterian Mission, 86 Yang Dong, 2 Bie 
Mokpo, Korea, Asia. : = 100th Consecutive Year 

Earl T. Sturgess, Glasgow, Ky., to é ! ’ 
3714 Benton Blvd., Kansas City, Mo., : : Strong, progressive, fully accredited. Co-educational, 
effective Jan. 30. four-year senior college. Serving the Church through 
Christian Education. Write for catalog. W. B. Guerrant, 


MACMILLAN BOOK ieee 

Thomas E. Hill, formerly of South- 
western at Memphis, now professor of 
philosophy at Macalester College, St. 


Paul, Minn., has a book on Macmillan’s Hampden-Sydney College 





land, is now on a trip to the Near East. 





























Spring List entitled ‘‘Contemporary 
Ethical Theories.’”’ The book, Macmillan 1776-1 
says, ‘“‘is a survey of all major and most 
minor points of view in contemporary In view of the number of applications 


thought about ethics. . . .This is the received for session of 1950-51, those de- 





siring to enter at that time should apply 
p . d Elki C l] immediately. 
avis an Ins LOUege 


Kikins, West Virginia EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
A four-year coliege for men and Hampden-Sydney, Virginia. 
women. 
Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 


a KING COLLEGE 


and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. eh 
Beautiful campus; bracing cli- Founded 1867. Liberal Arts. Sciences. Business. Education. | > 








Fully accredited 4 year college. Coeducational. Presbyterian 


mate; modern buildings; excellent FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. (2) Academic (4) Remunerative Work 


(1) Competitive (3) Grant in Aid 


A good place for an investment. Summer session, Intra-mural sports. Dormitories. Catalog. 


R B. PURDUM, President R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 
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